Holy Communion
at St Paul’s, Ashgrove

Pentecost 7, 2020

Surely the Lord is in this place
Genesis 28



GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME
P:  Welcome
P:  Hymn O Worship the King (TiS 133)
Note that hymns are only sung in the 9am service

P: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LA: You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Psalm 86.15

LA: [Let us pray.]

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God's people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,



Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

P. Saving God,
in Jesus Christ you opened for us a new and living way
into your presence:
give us pure hearts
and constant wills to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated

Genesis 28.10-19a
10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. . He came to
a certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun
had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under
his head and lay down in that place. .= And he dreamed that
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to
heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. 13 And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I
am the Lord , the God of Abraham your father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and to your
offspring; 1« and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth,
and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to
the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall
be blessed in you and in your offspring. 1s Know that | am with



you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back
to this land; for | will not leave you until | have done what | have
promised you.’ 1 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,
‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and | did not know it!" .7 And
he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.’ 1 S0 Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the
stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar
and poured oil on the top of it. 1.0 He called that place Bethel; but
the name of the city was Luz at the first.

For the word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139.1-11, 139.23-24
1 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me:
you know when | sit or when | stand,
you comprehend my thoughts long before.
2 You discern my path and the places where | rest:
you are acquainted with all my ways.
3 For there is not a word on my tongue:
but you, Lord, know it altogether.
4 You have encompassed me behind and before:
and have laid your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me:
so high that | cannot endure it.
6 Where shall | go from your spirit:
or where shall | flee from your presence?
7 If  ascend into heaven you are there:
if | make my bed in the grave you are there also.
s If | spread out my wings towards the morning:
or dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,



9 Even there your hand shall lead me:

and your right hand shall hold me.

10 If | say ‘Surely the darkness will cover me:
and the night will enclose me’,

11 The darkness is no darkness with you,
but the night is as clear as the day:

the darkness and the light are both alike.

23 Search me out, O God, and know my heart:

put me to the proof and know my thoughts.

24 Look well lest there be any way of wickedness in me:
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

Romans 8.12-25
12 SO then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you live according to the
flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. 1.« For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are children of God. 1s For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ i it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him. 1s | consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. v For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set
free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of
the glory of the children of God. .- We know that the whole
creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 2s and not



only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?
2s But if we hope for what we do not see, we walit for it with
patience.

For the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

LA: Hymn Let All Creation Dance (TiS 187)

Gospel Reading

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
chapter 13 beginning at verse 24

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 13.24-30, 13.36-43
2« He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field; 2s but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2 So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. > And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 2 He
answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?” »s But he replied,
“No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat
along with them. » Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather



the wheat into my barn.” ’ ss Then he left the crowds and went
into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” :» He
answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; ss the field is the world, and the good seed are the children
of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one,

3 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. « Just as the
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the
end of the age. 2 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,
2 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. s Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone
with ears listen!

For the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Silence

LA: Nicene Creed

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church
We believe in one God,

the Father, the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,



begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father,;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge

the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the

forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LA: THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
taught us to pray,

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

LA: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.'
Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. And a
second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.'

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming
sinners and inviting them to the Lord's table.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in
God's forgiveness.

Merciful God,

our maker and our judge,

we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:

we have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.

Father, forgive us.



Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P:  Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness
to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

P: We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation
and without touching.

P:  Hymn For the Fruits of all Creation (TiS 168)

Note that we cannot pass collection bowls around at this time.
There is a box at the back of the building to receive your
offerings. Alternatively, please consider giving electronically
through your bank.

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, faithful God,

always and everywhere,

for with your only begotten Son

and life-giving Spirit,

you are the one true God from everlasting to everlasting.
At the dawn of time you wrought from nothing

a universe of beauty and splendour,

bringing light from darkness

and order from chaos.

You formed us, male and female, in your image,
and endowed us with creative power.

We turned away from you but you did not abandon us.
You called us by name and searched us out,
making a covenant of mercy,
giving the law, and teaching justice by the prophets.
And so we praise you,
joining with your faithful people of every time and place,
singing the eternal song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

When the fullness of time was come,

you sent your Son to be born of Mary.

Bright image of your glory,

he learned obedience to you in all things,
even to death on a cross,

breaking the power of evil,

freeing us from sin, and putting death to flight.
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You raised him from death,
exalting him to glory,
and the new day dawned.

On the night he was betrayed
your Son Jesus Christ shared food with his friends,
his companions on the way.

While at table he took bread,
blessed, and broke it,

and giving it to them, said:
‘Take, eat; this is my body.'

He took a cup of wine,

and, giving thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
‘This is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many.

Do this in remembrance of me.'

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, living God, as we obey his command,
we remember his life of obedience to you,

his suffering and death,

his resurrection and exaltation,

and his promise to be with us for ever.

With this bread and this cup

we celebrate his saving death until he comes.

Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration
that all who eat and drink at this table

may be strengthened by Christ's body and blood

to serve you in the world.

As one body and one holy people,
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may we proclaim the everlasting gospel

of Jesus Christ our Lord,

through whom, with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever.

Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,

for we all share in the one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of
Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in
our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Special Covid-19 Guidelines: Please come forward to receive
communion (bread only). Maintain 1.5m separation as you
move forward. Queue close to the pew — not in the centre of the
isle — in one line. Sanitise hands. Receive the bread while
standing and return to your seat.

Living God,

in this holy meal you fill us with new hope.
May the power of your love,

which we have known in word and sacrament,
continue your saving work among us,
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give us courage for our pilgrimage,
and bring us to the joys you promise.

Most loving God,

you send us into the world you love.

Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.

Announcements

Please stand for the blessing:

P: The peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen

P:  Hymn All Creatures of our God and King (TiS 100)
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